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the Community Services award from the Sev-
enth Day Adventist Church of New York City,
and the Community Appreciation award from
the Bronx Shepherd Restoration. A highly edu-
cated man, Reverend Simpson has published
numerous works, including, ‘‘Seven Begin-
nings.’’

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing the outstanding accomplish-
ments of Reverend Simpson and his untiring
service to the Bronx Baptist Church in the
South Bronx community.
f
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Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I
would like to take a moment to express my
congratulations and admiration to Mr. Donald
Roach of Indianapolis, IN, as he retires from
Allison Transmission.

In his nearly 50 years in the work force, Mr.
Roach served his community and country in
several capacities.

A weapons expert in the U.S. Army in the
early 1950’s, Mr. Roach brought his military
expertise to Allison Transmission in Indianap-
olis in 1981. He began as a specialist on a
battle-tank development project at Allison and
then served as Allison’s Audit Coordinator at
the U.S. Army Tank Plant in Lima, OH, for the
balance of the 1980’s.

Donald Roach would conclude his years of
service as a regional account manager, shar-
ing his lifelong experience and expertise with
both customers and fellow Allison employees
across the country.

Even in this retirement, Donald Roach will
remain active in various community service or-
ganizations and social clubs, and especially
with his family. He has a wife, four children,
and many grandchildren with whom he can
enjoy the next phase of his life. I wish Donald
Roach the best as he reflects on the many
memories of the last 50 years.
f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. SONNY BONO
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 12, 1995

Mr. BONO. Mr. Speaker, on the morning of
Wednesday, December 6, 1995, I was un-
avoidably delayed and missed roll call votes
838, H. Res. 290, the rule for the Securities
Iitigation Reform, H.R. 1058. Were I present,
I would have voted ‘‘aye’’ on the rollcall vote
in support of House Resolution 290.
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Mr. KENNEDY of Massachusetts. Mr.
Speaker, the safety net for millions of low-in-
come and elderly families striving to keep

warm this winter is wearing awfully thin. Budg-
et cuts and funding delays have left the Low
Income Home Energy Assistance Program
[LIHEAP] struggling to get off the ground as
the coldest winter weather approaches. This
year as never before, needy households will
be turning to private fuel funds to safely warm
their homes and make it through the winter.

Today is National Fuel Funds Day. Spon-
sored by the National Fuel Funds Network, it
is a time to remember the more than 285 pri-
vate fuel funds around the country and to
show our support for their work to warm the
lives of our fellow citizens. Americans are a
generous people. In fact, Americans donated
more than $72 million in support of this Na-
tion’s private fuel funds in 1993 alone. That
figure pales, however, in comparison with the
more than $1 billion in fuel assistance pro-
vided annually by the Federal Government
and the magnitude of the cuts currently being
proposed for this vital program. The House
has recommended eliminating energy assist-
ance from the 1996 budget while the Senate
is contemplating a more than 30 percent re-
duction in funding.

Let us remember, then, our private fuel
funds on National Fuel Funds Day and sup-
port them as they fight against the tide to
shore up the safety net for millions of needy
American men, women, and children.
f
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BEST NURSING HOME

HON. G.V. (SONNY) MONTGOMERY
OF MISSISSIPPI

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 12, 1995
Mr. MONTGOMERY. Mr. Speaker, I would

like to congratulate the Department of Veter-
ans Affairs and particularly the Tucson VA
Nursing Home for being awarded the 1995
Order of Excellence for Best Nursing Home by
the nursing home industry journal, Contem-
porary Long Term Care, which sponsors the
annual competition.

The Tucson facility scored first among both
public and private nursing homes around the
country with fewer than 135 beds. Tucson is
the first VA nursing home to win the award. In
fact, this is the first time the award has been
given to a public facility.

The Tucson 120-bed center serves more
than 600 elderly veterans in southern Arizona
through a variety of special rehabilitation pro-
grams aimed at returning the veterans home
or achieving independence. In addition to
physical rehabilitation, the center provides in-
terim neurologic treatment for dementia and
stroke, psychiatric and hospice care, and res-
pite care.

I am very proud that a VA facility has won
recognition as a nationally outstanding care
provider. Congratulations, Tucson, and the
Department of Veterans Affairs.
f
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Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, on

December 1, DOD’s Defense Security Assist-

ance Agency notified the House International
Affairs Committee of the sale of 120 Army
Tactical Missile Systems [ATACMS] to Turkey.
Essentially a massive, guided cluster bomb,
each missile is accurate at a range of up to
100 miles and delivers 950 small bombs.
Many of the munitions fail to detonate, remain
on the ground, and become a mortal threat to
noncombatants. I rise today to voice grave
concerns about this sale and question the ra-
tionale and timing of this deal. I also want to
point out possible consequences of this sale
and underscore the danger of unconditional
military support for an unstable regime which
routinely commits massive human rights
abuses against its own citizenry.

Mr. Speaker, my main concern about this
sale is that Turkey’s regime could use these
missiles against civilians as it pursues its ruth-
less campaign against Kurdish guerrillas.
Tragically, Kurdish terrorists have killed hun-
dreds of innocent civilians. Yet in response,
Turkey’s military has killed thousands, tortured
and maimed countless others, destroyed al-
most 3,000 Kurdish villages and forced 3 mil-
lion people from their homes. On November
20, 1995, Human Rights Watch detailed in a
171-page report the Turkish military’s wide-
spread use of United States-supplied equip-
ment in campaigns which inflict death and de-
struction against civilians. The atrocities de-
tailed in this report are appalling. The report
cites more than two dozen eyewitness ac-
counts and substantiates a June 1995 State
Department report which also concluded that
U.S. equipment was used to violate the
human rights of civilians.

Mr. Speaker, advocates of the missile sale
argue that Turkey would not use ATACMS
against civilians because of the system’s high
cost and because such use can be easily de-
tected. Both rationales are preposterous. Over
recent years, Turkey has spent an estimated
$7 billion per annum fighting its internal war.
The supposed deterrence due to United
States detection capabilities also rings hollow
given that this administration, despite over-
whelming evidence that Turkey uses United
States-supplied weapons against civilians, re-
fuses to condition Turkey’s use of United
States equipment. I am particularly disturbed
that the State Department’s Office on Democ-
racy, Labor and Human Rights has lent its
support to this sale when it had opposed the
sale of ordinary cluster bombs to Turkey ear-
lier this year. The sale of such weapons ap-
pears to indicate that the United States Gov-
ernment is willing to ignore Turkey’s ruthless
suppression of its Kurdish population because
of Turkey’s value as a strategic and economic
partner. It is worth pointing out, Mr. Speaker,
that the prime beneficiary of this $132 million
contract will be the LORAL Corp., which man-
ufactures ATACMS in Camden, AR.

Mr. Speaker, Turkey is undeniably located
in a troubled and unstable region of the world.
But Mr. Speaker, extending assistance to a
fellow member of NATO does not mean we
must shut our eyes to their violations of basic
human rights. This administration has
prioritized the halt of missile proliferation, and
I would further question the introduction of ad-
vanced missile technology into this unstable
region on these grounds.

On October 17 of this year, Mr. Speaker, a
New York Times editorial entitled ‘‘America
Arms Turkey’s Repression’’ concluded that
‘‘[A]ny further [military] aid should carry human
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rights conditions that would promote a political
solution to a war that has undermined Turkish
democracy, boosted the power of the military,
drained the economy and divided Turkey from
its European allies. Placing such conditions on
assistance would also reduce America’s com-
plicity in Turkey’s repressive internal war.’’ Ad-
ministration representatives, many of my col-
leagues, and political leaders around the world
are urging the Government of Turkey to pur-
sue nonmilitary solutions to the Kurdish crisis
because Turkey’s purely military approach has
failed to do anything but prolong the bloody,
divisive and costly conflict. Mr. Speaker, I
would also ask how the transfer of an ad-
vanced, destructive weapons system serves
long-term United States interests in promoting
nonmilitary solutions to Turkey’s internal con-
flict?

Mr. Speaker, on December 24, national
elections will be held in Turkey which will have
far reaching implications for United States-
Turkish relations and the course of democracy
in Turkey. Most observers believe the Islamic-
based Welfare Party is poised to win more
votes than any other party and will play an im-
portant role in, if not lead, Turkey’s post-elec-
tion government. This anti-Western party has
declared its intentions to reevaluate the foun-
dations of Turkey’s strategic and economic re-
lationship with the United States. This raises
the question of whether United States policy
makers have thought about the consequences
should Turkish voters bring the fundamental-
ists to power? If the Turkish military is to re-
main subordinated to civilian authorities, then
should we not think twice about providing so-
phisticated weaponry to a regime whose lead-
ers have stated their opposition to United
States interests in the region?

Mr. Speaker, I want to reiterate my opposi-
tion to this sale on the grounds that it is amor-
al and undermines U.S. security interests. Tur-
key’s leaders have not sought to assuage con-
cerns that such weapons would be used inter-
nally, by publicly committing to nonuse of this
United States-supplied weapon on its own ter-
ritory, against its own citizens. Mr. Speaker, I
believe the sale of ATACMS to Turkey is a
mistake we will come to regret. It is shameful
that these implements of civilian death and de-
struction will be labeled ‘‘Made in the USA.’’
f
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Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to
share a statement made by my dear friend
Marvin Lender about the tragic assassination
of Yitzhak Rabin. A resident of Woodbridge,
CT, Mr. Lender is the former national chair-
man of the United Jewish Appeal and has a
long and distinguished record in helping oth-
ers. He has made countless contributions to
community and civic affairs, but has con-
centrated his efforts on the Jewish community
and the people of Israel.

Before assuming the chairmanship of the
United Jewish Appeal [UJA], Mr. Lender was
UJA’s national chairman for major gifts, and
contributed greatly to the Passage to Freedom

Special Campaign for Soviet Jewry and Oper-
ation Exodus. The success of Soviet Jewry’s
settlement in Israel in freedom and dignity is
due to his extraordinary efforts on their behalf.
He served as UJA’s cochairman for the north-
east region, general chairman of New Haven’s
Combined Jewish Appeal, and president and
chairman of the boards of directors of the
United Israel Appeal and the American Jewish
Joint Distribution Committee.

Mr. Lender currently resides in Woodbridge
with his wife and three children. He serves on
the board of trustees at Yale New Haven Hos-
pital and is the cochairman of the annual drive
for the New Haven chapter of the Juvenile Di-
abetes Foundation. Mr. Lender cochairs the
New Haven Holocaust and Prejudice Reduc-
tion program which helps eliminate prejudice
by making school-age children aware of the
horrors of the Holocaust.

Through his following statement, it is clear
that his countless efforts on behalf of the Jew-
ish Community and the people of Israel were
inspired by the achievements and the example
of Yitzhak Rabin. I applaud Mr. Lender’s
heartfelt statement remembering and honoring
Yitzhak Rabin. Mr. Rabin’s life and his
achievements will be remembered and re-
vered for many years to come.

I am returning to Israel after just arriving
back in the states on Friday. Sleeping on the
flight is impossible. My mind never stops
thinking about Prime Minister Rabin. The
times that I had the privilege of being with
him are so vivid to me. I have feelings of sad-
ness. I feel that the Jewish people have expe-
rienced another major tragedy. Israel is at
the center of it all again—the bombing of a
bus in Tel Aviv or Beit Leit—soldiers being
killed in South Lebanon—and now the tak-
ing of the life of the Prime Minister of the
State of Israel. Israel, the homeland of the
Jewish people. And to make matters worse,
if that is possible, Rabin was murdered by a
Jew. For many reasons, I felt I needed to be
there—to attend his funeral—to pay my re-
spects and personally say good-bye—to be
there as a representative of the United Jew-
ish Appeal, as a strong supporter of Israel, as
a Jew, and most of all, as a friend and ad-
mirer of Yitzhak Rabin. In fact, ironically,
after many years of interacting with him,
and especially over these last two years, I
had come to know him more intimately, and
to some extent he began to know more about
me and how I felt about what he was doing.

Our first meeting was on the day after he
was elected Prime Minister. I remember it as
though it were yesterday. I remember Sep-
tember 13, 1993, on the lawn of the White
House. I will never forget his demeanor. He
was so uncomfortable. His body language
was so obvious. He did not want to be there,
but he knew he had to be in order to lead our
people to a new phase in our history. This
was the first significant step in the peace
process. Rabin had the courage to take this
momentous step, beginning the long rocky
road that he would travel to achieve peace.
He spoke, and you could hear his concern,
his emotion and his passion. He concluded
his poignant remarks with the Hebrew words
so familiar to us, ‘‘Ose sholom binromov hu
yasase sholom Olaynu v’al kol yisroayl
v’imru omayn.’’ And at the end, which was a
beginning, he shook hands with Arafat, sym-
bolizing a time for change and peace.

Immediately after the signing, Brian
Lurie, executive vice president, United Jew-
ish Appeal, Joel Tauber, president, United
Jewish Appeal, and I, flew to Israel and met
with the Prime Minister to define UJA’s role
in peace. He was very clear about our respon-
sibility to Aliyah and Klitah (immigration

and absorption). After watching the historic
vote in the Knesset, we took the message
back to America. Our meeting with Mr.
Rabin once again demonstrated his ties as
well as expectations vis-a-vis Jews in the Di-
aspora. From that moment, Mr. Rabin was
under a different kind of pressure. Every
time an Israeli died or was injured in a ter-
rorist attack, it was like losing his own
child. He despised fanaticism and terrorism
by all people. There were no distinctions be-
tween Jews and non-Jews. The Baruch Gold-
stein event was a tragedy for him, not unlike
any Arab terrorist activity.

My image of Prime Minister Rabin is that
of a shy man. One who preferred not to make
speeches. He was direct and focused—yet one
could sense his strong feeling and sensitivity
every time he spoke. If you were fortunate to
be with him in a small group, it became even
more evident how bright, intelligent, sharp
and knowledgeable he was about any subject.
It did not matter whether it related to the
United Jewish Appeal, the Jewish Agency for
Israel, or any other subject matter, the
Prime Minister would always offer a solu-
tion. Peace was his focus. It impacted on all
of the issues that he talked about during his
campaign and his term in office—the econ-
omy, immigration and absorption—as well as
the social issues of the country.

A year ago, I heard the Prime Minister
speak at a meeting in London. That evening,
he recounted a number of significant events
of the week. He spoke of the arrival of the
Chief Rabbi of Syria, marking the end of a
movement to free Syrian Jews, as well as the
signing of the Jordanian Peace Accord in
Arava.

But he spoke most emotionally as he re-
counted the shiva call that he had made to
the family of Nachon Waxman. I saw his
tears and pain as he described the attack
that he authorized in an attempt to release
a Jewish hostage.

There were many meetings over the last
three years—from the day after he won the
election, to our meetings in Washington sev-
eral days ago. He was always focused, deter-
mined and very clear about his mission.
However, one could see the passion and com-
passion that this great man possessed. He
knew, and so did we, that he was making
great progress on the road to peace, albeit
with great sacrifice and pain. He was deeply
hurt by the demonstrations and personal at-
tacks on him by the right wing in Israel and
America. But he was a man driven by his de-
sire for peace. He did not want the children
to die in a war. Little did he know that he
would give his own life for peace. Yitzhak
Rabin was a warm, caring man—a husband,
father, grandfather, and a friend. He loved
his country. He loved Jerusalem.

On October 25, in Washington, D.C., in the
Rotunda, how proud I was when the Prime
Minister spoke about ‘‘my Jerusalem.’’ His
words were those of a poet. How beautiful.
How poignant. It really is his Jerusalem.
That evening, he presented President Clinton
with the Isaiah Peace Award on behalf of the
United Jewish Appeal. It was truly their
peace. The strong feeling of affection that
they had for each other were very obvious.

At the funeral, I will always remember the
siren blasting for two minutes. I watched Is-
raelis, dignitaries from around the world,
and representatives of world Jewry, as they
bowed their heads in sorrow. His loss will be
felt by all. When President Clinton walked
by the casket and bowed his head, I cried.
When I listened to Shimon Sheves, his grand-
daughter, and Etan Haber, I cried. The peo-
ple who spoke reflected the true feelings of
all of us, and all those from around the world
honored him with their attendance, attest-
ing to his greatness.

We appreciate and are grateful for having
had him as our leader. Yitzhak, we will truly
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